Yorkshire Oct 2017
PART2

Yorkshire

Finally at 3.39pm we arrived at Kilnsea and | drove down to the Crown and
Anchor Pub.

Kilnsea

There were a few birders in the car park, so | parked up down the road and we
all walked up, so as not to upset anyone. By the time wetdghere everyone
seemed to be dispersing and we started to wondef the bird had been seen or if
itd Already gone.

Pub car park twitch

Nobody was looking at anything and seemed to be just hanging around nattering,
soWendy spoke to a young GeordislokA xET OAOOI AA 1T £& OEA x1 0
AAATT A A1 O 1T FEAI EAO xEOES 0
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told us that it was doing a circuit, so would be bacandthat EA8 A AAAT OEAOA ¢/
the past 3 days anchad seen it every day. This gave us a bit more hope and we

stood around waiting topick up onany positive signs. There waan eclectic mix

of birders in the car park,with a group of older ones seemingy using the twitch

as a weekly catch up, asat one of them were looking for the bird. More of a

character wasan older lady who was, lets just say more than a bit vertically

challenged. She was tiny! Ifthat&OT 6 O AT T OCE O AAAl xEOE A]
know where to look when shegot down on the ground of the car parland

started doing the plank! Okaayy.Sheturned out to bereally nice and came over

to make friends with Lyca seeing as there was no sign of the bird. Lyca was

rather taken by her tooand the lady was more than happy to let her lick her

EATA 1. 3$ HEAAARABB88%x xxxxxA

All of a suddenl spotted a smalland interesting looking bird fly in from behind

us into the hedgerow in front. Eeryone got twitchy at the same timeand they

rushed over tothe hedgeand raised their binsso it was all eyes on deck, sot

speak. All the big blokes barged in and stoa@gyht in front of Wendy as wsual, so

| told her to go infront of mebecause she was the shortest person and everyone

would be able to see oveher. Wendy, without thinking(as usualOAEAh O. 1 ) 81l
1T O0A6 ET A OAAI1TU 11T O0A OI EAA AOO EIT OOAT OI U
plank lady looked round at us. OooopsEven though the hedgerow cold T 8 O

have been more than a metedeep it was \ery difficult to see anything in it

Suddenly a bloke further to the left startedifing off shots, which was a bit

ATTTUET ¢ OET AA EA EAAT 80O AOGAT OEI OCEO O1 i
O E A hahayB Luckily someone saidtohim  O) O E To whith h&sRidh x e 6

O ésdand pointed in the general direction. | worked out where iwas andfound

the bird deep inthe hedgebut it was beingvery skulky. | checked to see if

Wendyhad ittoobut sE A A&ERT SOOCEEAA A EI OOEAT A AEAAI EI
keepgEl ¢ AT A AEOADPPAAO £ O ACAO ACAET AT A xA
her directions to where it was and shdinally got it, so after dipping on3 of these

rare birds over the yearswe were now able to addArctic Warbler to our list

and had just got airselves a lifer. It was a nice little bd and with its massive

supercilium, single wing bar and pale belly we were both happy to say we could

identify one again if the opportunity arose. Hahaha dream onit continued to

feed amongst the branches of #atree for a while and was showing relatively

well (for a skulking warbler), so | handed Lyca over to Wendy and started to fire

off some shots.

Page2 of 73



Arctic Warbler

7AT AU xAlT AAOAA AOiI OT A OEA AAO PAOE OOUEIT C
started to getrestless by then.7 A AT O1 Al 6 O NOEOA AATI EAOA EO
EAAT 80 AEPPAA AT A xAB8A CAET AbteshA. Thee EAO A1 O
AEOA Al AAOAA 1T E£&£ ACAET AT A AU 18cubi OEAOA
have the time to wait for itto come back, so we headed back to the calve knew

the Redbacked Shrike hadgonewBAE xAO A | AOdueddA OEAI A AO
showing amazingly well really close to the road. The Ro®m®loured Starling was

still in Easington so on the way through the villag&ve checked the roofs and
xEOAO AOO AT Ol AHe énfy thind\idit foluk to dbBdk was get to

the cottage, which was still over an hour away. We passed Rre Deerin a field

but apart from that the drive was pretty nonreventful. It was stating to get quite
AAOE OIT AT A OEA OAAT AOU xAOT 60 PAOOEAOI AO
needed to go to a shop to get something fortdf AAAOOA 4 AOAT xAOI] A
wbi AOO OUDPEAAI | Urowdd HAiEgneverbeertR thefared T A Al

before we had no dea where there wereany shops apart from the local village

store/post office near the cottagein Buckton. All we could do was cross our

fingers that it was open and had a decent food section. It was 5.47pm when we

drove past the cottag and further down the road we found the local shopyhich

Qu
O~

was of course closed! Bucktomwas tiny tooand so was theshop  OT x A AT Ol AT &
EI ACETA EO x1 Ol AGOA AAAT T & [ OAE OOA 0OI 00
AEAT 60 ETT x E£ZamlOEAAOG OAT € EAD&AENANNGIT E T £ EO

around and drove back up to the road. | turned into the driveway and parked up
next to the cottages, which were set in a huge garden overlooking some fields.
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HQ ren

There were chickens in a pen and itemained to be seen how mental Lyceas

going to gowhen she spotted them. The ownes house was suitably far enough

away from us and asn even bigger bonus there were no other cars parked up,

soit looked asthoughx A AEAT 60 EAOCBSARTha&éWeleEAT OO
cottagesET OEA COIl OTEAGETAIAMN GHAUYBOA AAAT xT OOEAA
especially with having Lyca with us

At 5.51pm we gotout of the car, wandered up the path angoked our heads

through the front door for our 1st peek inside. The 4 thing we noticed was how

warm it was, which was great and | left Wendy to it while Wwent out to get the

bags in. Luckily she was happy to find that although it was absolutely tingviras

spotlesslyA1 AAT AT A T EAAIT Queeniwenlly appdodeBo8tileE A x A

cottage! The small sizex AOT 8O A POI Al Ai  O0i 606 AOO xEOE
it meant Lyca had nowhere to curl up at night and would have to make other

arrangements. She seemed hap@noughthat there was a nicefluffy rug on the

floor, soET DA £O1 1 Uhatinstdad. Ahei® @&k only one problem with the

Al OOACA AT A OEAO xAO OEAO EOoliggyasthed EAOA A
broadband speed therewvas even quicker thanat Moonfleetin Norfolk! It was

40mb down, which was the AOOA OO E 1 dvek laablafaholidak dofiage, s

Wendy would be able to Whatsapp call to her hearts contentAfter Wendy had

unpacked our stuff she went off for a bath and theWhatsappedher Mum.

While she was doing that we were taken by completeurprise by Tesco arriving

at 7.45pm. They were 15mins early, so Wendy had to take Lyca and her

conversation into the bedroom and close the door. Lyca barked so much that she

AT 01 AT60 EAAO A xT OA T &£ xEAO EAO -0i xAO O
wait any longer for our tea. | worked out how to use the oven and stuck the fresh

pizza in, which was cooked in no time at all. We finally put our feet up on the

reclining settee, which was a nice deta#ind watched some TV before we were

tootredandwAT & T £&£ 01 AAA AO pn8pmnbi 8 ' 1 OET OCE
Al i £ OOAAT A AO OGEA TTA AOG -111 & ARO OEAOA
big!

Sunday 1% October
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It was 7.45am when we woke up after mother good nights sleep and looking

outsidetheCOT OT A xAO xAO O BidaokldivebéecAA T OAO T E
PAOEAA D &cAmpatied Ayeast&hvinds but as with Norfolk there was

just constant brisk westerlies. The worse winls for decent birds in

really misty, windy and colch O1 A1 OET OCE xA AT O1 AT80O OAA
Al OOACA EO CAOA 00 A OEIU CIEIiAO i & Ei PA
for us to find. There was aMoorhen down at the bottom of the garén and after

EO8A CiTA ) OITE ,UAA 100 Al O A xAAS 3EA
me over to investigate them and had a bark before | dragged her away. | looked

back at the Cottage and it looked very smart.

HQ(ours was the one on the rigt)

The Chickens were really friendly not to mention vocal and came running over to

me probably looking for their breakfast. Wendy had put Lycas breakfast out for

EAO AOO xEAT OEA AAI A ET OEA OAIl £F#AA A1l O
She seemd more interested in sleeping on the settee now she had it all to herself

or maybe she was fancying chicken for breakfast instead? | had a report of an

Arctic Warbler at Easington, so we wondered if it was a different bird to the one

at Kilnsea or if tha one had relocated. Apart from that it was all worryingly

quiet on the reports front even though it was a Sunday and every birder around

x| O A6 OA AAAT 1 008 3AAET ¢ AO xA xAOA EOOO
Pl AAA xA OET OCEO Ilsthdalconp@idod @ thé\2 pladesandh E O A

set about seeing what was around. We foundlunnock at the bottom of the

garden, a fewWoodpigeons were sitting up on the overhead cables and in the

field behind the garden we could se&lack-headed Gull, Carrion Crow,

Herring Gull and Pheasant. This was anything but impressive, so we got

I OOOATI OGAO OAAAU O1 cI 106060 AT A AT OEA 11 AAI
RSPB fella called Mark Thomas, which looked really good. The amount of rarities

EAS6 A AIhBIittk wdlkiwasdnind blowing but unfortunately we stood more

chance of winning sixty million quid on the lottery with those winds. Doing the

1 TAAl xAlTE 1 AAT O OEAO xAB8A AAAE AO (1 A O
any sarnies. Sorted.
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By the time we were setting off it was 9.45am and as we walked up the road we
could hear loads ofGoldcrests calling. We laughed when we saw that the street
up from the cottage was called Pump Lane.

Pump :D!

Further up the street in Buckton Mllage we found anold photo of it on the wall
I OAO OEA OI AAnh O1 xA OOi PPAA &£ O A

[N REMEMBRANCE OF RESIDENTS
WHO USED THIS SEAT DURING THE 1950's

| GATHERING HoT PENNIES, MAIN STREET, BUCKTON FARLY 1900'S.
e

BUCKTON CHILDRIN, OPPOSITE PUMP LANI 15D, 1920,

HEATED PENNIES WERE THROWN FOR CHILDREN ON
SPECIAL OCCASIONS SUCH AS WEDDINGS.
[

13) HiLDA SioRt CATTLE TURNING, OPPOSITE
14) MARY SWAIN PUMP LANE END, CIRCA 1920,
1o o THE MEN OF BUCKTON GATNERED WERE AND
17) Pty Rogison DISCUSSED VILLAGE LIFE. IT BECAME KNOWN
18) JORN CHANDLER LOCALLY AS "THE PARLIAMENT"

19) Bitt Brown HAROLD Lorr HERDS OF COWS DRIVEN TO SUMMER GRAZING,

20) HAROLD ROBSON Tom LoFr GEORGE LEESON - GRANGE FARM T0 BUCKTON POND GRASS.

21) Jim Romsox HERBERT LOFT m'";ﬁﬂ;‘;"%’:a oK FAR 10 1TELD smioWAY

21-2;: mv;m" HARRY HEWITT ';::;x EVERINGHAM - ROCKVILLE FARM 10 SCARSFA WAY
12) Herme Hobason 24) Lity Brows um ;w::«m NS ML e o e s
HARRY ROBINSON Eiresman ConoLey FA (MAIDEX FRIESIAN WEITERS) 0
BAXTER i: BEMITON cows DRIvIN 10 Buckrow,
AND MANY OTHERS E;-‘:::} ,:w‘m:":;':::mmr mETWEN
BUCKTON, Crose Grass.

IN SUMMER CATTLE
P WERE DRIVEN 10
SUMMER GRAZING

Spot the difference

Further up the road | found the track that lead to a pond wher® E Ad®dedall
kinds of amazing birds including Bluethroatin the past.
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Buckt Pond

We had a look at the pond but there was nothing on it and only add&bbin to
our list, so we carried on up the track wherettere were birds everywhere, which
) EAAT 8 Gatal@dPAAOAA

—r \‘\‘Y‘ ; "

-

*\

Track

There were so manyBlackbirds tEAO xA AEAT 60 ETT x xEAOA OfI
EAI D AOO OEETE OEAO OEAOA 1 OOOB8OA AAAT A 2
We scanned through them as best we could and managed to pull &haffinch,

Mistle Thrush ,Redwing, Blue Tit, Goldcrest and &hiffchaff but nothing out of

the ordinary :(. In a brief moment of optimism we thought we heard a YBW but

EO OOOT AA 100 O AA A #EEAEEAO ARl ¢ A OAOU
Wagtail flew over and we addedGreat Tit but our necks were already sore from

looking up at the trees. We climbed up the bank to a viewing screen that looked

down over the pond and we could see how it was a good area but typically it

looked totally dead.
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Misty view

There wereMallards on the main pond but after a more thorouf scan Wendy
found a singleRuff feeding at one of the smaller pools to the right. We also

heard aSkylark but there was nothing else, so we carried on up the track
noticing that there was finally some blue sky heading our way. Wren flew

across the pah and someJackdaws flew over just before we went through a

gate. We could hear Sparrows chirping in the hedge at either side of the path
ahead of us and we picked up on how feeble they sounded. A quick look at them
confirmed that they were allTree Sparrows, which was a real bonus. There
were loads of them too, which indicated that things were obviously on the move,
so we started to feel a bit more optimistic. We stopped for a look when we came
to a small Copse but there was literally nothing in therand the hedge nearby

did better by producing someGoldfinches :P. There was a break in the hedge
and a fence surrounding the Copse so Wendy went off to investigate. There was
AT T1T A x11TAAT OEcCiT Ob xEEAE OAAA O(T1T AAU
mentioned in the Birding in Yorkshire book.

|

Hoddy Cows Spring SSSI
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While Wendy was looking at that | found &ellowhammer in a nearby tree and
looking around there were loads of them as well as somannets. We then
heard the highpitched sound ofRedwingand looked up to see a small flock of
them heading inland having just come in off the sea. A bit of vis mig is always
good to see!We carried on up the path and found &eed Bunting, heard some
Greylags and saw our Bt Rabbit of the week. There was a lge heligoland trap
set up in an area of dense bushes at the top of the field to our right.

Interesting ‘

) 6A OAAA OEAO OEA OOADP xAO 1T PAOAOAA AU

keen to go over to explore, so we started to make our way through tigeass
towards it. Shortly after Wendy announced that the grass was way too long and
Ol AEET ¢ xAO OI OEA AEAT 60 xAT O O <cCIi
struggling too, so | had to agree and we turned back. The trap was surrounding
the first bushes birds would reach as they came in over the cliffs. What a clever
place to stick a heligoland! Getting closer to the coast we followed the path along
the hedge of a stubble field and my eye was drawn to a shape silhouetted against
the sky in the digance. At first | thought it was a Merlin but when we actually

got our bins on it we were disappointed to see that it was just anothd€estrel .

It was nice to know that Kestrels seemed to be doing so well but a Merlin

x1 O AGOA AAAT A thipdid AWeAnklly Eadné& dui ont@BuckiorO O
Cliffs and were blown away as to how high they were. The drop from the white
cliffs was totally sheer, so | stayed away from the edge as much as possible while

OEA

7AT AU ci O Oi1 AT TOA A1 O U 1 EEEI C884UPEAAI
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There were so manyGannets £1 UET ¢ AOT OT A AT A Al OEI
i ATU AO OEAOA x1 O1I AGOA AAAT ET AOAARA
x A6 A A anhhAiddlolithe year

Gannet

There were alsoKittiwake sand Cormorant s and we walked along the path
until we came to a viewing platform, which looked like a much safer place to scan
the cliffs from.
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Much safer A

The view from up there was amazing and we could just imagine how crammed

with nesting sea birdsOEA Al E&LZEO x| O1 AGOA AAAT ET OO0i i 2

Gannets sitting on ledges and we could see old nests, which Wendy noticed were
AT OxET AA xEOE 11 A PI AOOEA O pAs 3AAIT U
never seen with our own eyes to such a dege and it really highlighted one of

the many problems caused by plastic pollution to our Wildlife. Wendy scanned

the cliffs to see if there were any grim remains of chicks that had become

AT OAT ¢c1 AA ET EO AOO |1 OAEEI U OEA AEAT G860

Wethen®1 OOAA O1T 1 AOEET Ch xEEAE xA Al Ol A
4EAOA xAO A I A1l PAOAEAA OEGCEO AO OEA
xAO A AOAOGAO I AT OEAT 1A OEAOCBO All )
Wendy took a photo but hewvas too far away to really see but you can see what |
mean.

Nutter!
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We spotted aCommon Darter and Red Admiral and then a Tree Sparrow came
in off the sea. The only other birds we found were sonfeeral Pigeons so we
decided to head back.

By the time we got back to the heligoland there was a bloke up there with 2 kids,

who we presumed to be Mark Thomas. We wondered what he had in his nets, as
CIETC AU EEO DPOAOET OO OADPI 06O EO AT OiI A OA
xEAO xA38A OAAT ngwe Gobliteq tha t6dhy was Hzllueky day

though.

What ou go?

Heading back down the muddy track | noticed aesser Black-backed Gull in a
field and further down there was aMagpie. We heard a familiar sounding feeble
squeak and stopped for a looknly to find 3 x maleBullfinches working their
way up the hedge. There were a few Tree Sparrows around still but there was

CAT AOATT U [ OAE 1 AOO AAOEOEOU Mmgdit xASA OAA
Hawker was zooming backwards and forwards along theedge line and when it

AET AT T U 1 AT AARA ) OEI OCEO )8A OOU A& O A OEI
AOT I OEA xAl ES I £FOAO ) B8 A OAfndbut AAI AOA OD

Wendy had kept an eye on it for me.
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igrant Hawker

By the time wegot to the pond at the bottom of the track it was really sunny and
I1TTEAA 1 OAE 1 EA AGeeDiE AVle has &ndther ool fior the
screen but the Ruff had already gone and there were fewer birds around but we
addedGrey Heron to our list.

It was 12.35pm when we arrived back at HQ and Lyca needed a good toweling
ATl x1T AEOAO EAO 1 OAAU AT A xAO xAl ES8
xABA AGPAAOAA AT A AO 18mp [ EIAO AT A

Enjoying the swinging chair

It was a great doorstep walk though and one which | planned to repeat if the
wind switched to a more favourable direction. Wendy made lungtwhich went
down a treat and we addedCollared Dove to our list while I tried to work out
where to go for the 24d part of the day. | reckoned Bempton would be a good bet
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seeing as it was nearby (we could even see the road sign from the cottage) and

xA8A EAA OOCAE A 1i1c¢c AAU UAOGOAOAAUS I £FOA O
xA8A Bl ATTAA xA EAAAAA 1T &££ AO ¢8pobi 8

After a short drive down the road we arrived at Bempton Cliffs RSPB car park at

2.22pm. We got out of the car and headed towards The Dell seem@aa: running

AAOT 60 OEA DPAOES , UAA AT O1 AT80 EAOA AAAI

which was lucky. The Dell looked good especially considering how close to the
cliffs it was but it was totally dead.

The Dell

We went over to the Visitor Centre to get our admission into the reserve. There

REAT 60 APPAAO Oi AA AT U igdhdblidngbliiwel O E
EAA , UAA xEOE 00 AT A xAOAI 50 OOOA xEAO O

found out that dogs were allowed inside, so she came back out to tell me. As we
walked through the busy shop area we overheard an old lady saying to her
AOEAT Ah O4EAO080 OEA EETA 1T &£ Al cCc ) xAI1
no end because she obviously had no idea how exuberant Cockerpoos can be and
we reckoned that if she ended up with one like Lyca she might just live to regret

it :P. Wendy fashed her RSPB card to the lady at the desk, so we got in for free

xEAOAAO EO x1 01 AGOA AAAT ztv EA xA xAOAI

attention but | was slightly on edge hoping that there were no other dogs in
OEAOA 1T 0 OEAO rodhihg of & ghélfavith hér idgding taid T
Luckily we got through without any incidents and found the footpath, which we
followed to the coastal path. Again the views of the sheer, white cliffs and blue
sea were stunning and we stopped at a viewing platfm to take it all in.
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Step

~

7A AEAT 80 EAOA EO O 1 OOOAI OAO OEIT OCE AT A
OEA O1 AEO xEOE EAO AET O xEI OAEAR O/ E OEAO
looked at each other in disbelief but when we looked she was absollgeaight

AT A OEAOA xAOA o 'ATTAO AEEAEO OOEI|T OEOOE
see that in October. | hoped this was just due to a late brood or that they were

I AUUu AT A Ai O1 AT6O0 AA Ai OEAOAA &I UET ¢ UAO O

No hurry

We carried on along the path and noticed Bleadow Pipit in a field to our right

AAEI OA ) ObPI OOAA A 1117¢Cc OOOCAOGAE T &£ Al AOGOAI
is a great area for migrants beingthesti ET A T £ 1| AOCA OOAAO OEAUS
clearing thesea.
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$ATA8O SUEA

It stretches all the way across the peninsula from Bempton to Flamborough and

EAO CAET AA EOOAI £ . AOOOA 2A0A006A OOAOOON
¢ci AT A AEAAE EO 100 AOO OEAOAhaveAoail I x AU
until we went to South Landing to view it, so | was a bit disappointed. Further

along we could see a couple with a kid taking selfies on top of a bank. They were

all crowded around a wooden sculpture of some description and when we got

closer we could see that it was a Puffin. Wendy wanted to get a photo of it, so we

hung around waiting for them to leave but they were in no hurry and were all

over it like it was a celebrity or something! Eventually they walked off, so Wendy

could finally get her shot.
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Puffin

#1 1 OAO ET OPAAOGEIT T OET xA
AT OAOAA ET AEOA bPiiTh xE
EAT AO ET18888( AEAEAA 7A8A OOAOOAAyY QI
further and turned back. Before we did we got a photo of the view southwards
looking over Flamborough head.

m\ >:
p>]

E
EO
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Iamborough Head

On the way back a Butterfly whizzed past us and | got a good enough view of it to

see that it was a&Painted Lady. Wendywa$ 6 O AT 1T OET AAA AOO ) xAO
certain. We then saw 3 ¥ouse Martins, which were flying around the cliffs and

ITA 1T &£ OEAI 1TTEAA POAOOU OAOOUS 7A EAAI
October either but they needed to get their skates on if they were garto

migrate successfully. Back at the Visitor Centre Wendy decided that she was

CilETC O AOU EAO #EOEOOIi AO AAOAOG AT A OBPAT O
becoming too stressful for me, so | left Wendy to it and lead her away from

anything breakableB YO xAO t1t8pubi xEAT xA CclI O AAAE
done 8.5miles and 19,000 steps. | was obviously more tired than | realized

AAAAOOAR | OAE O 7AT AUd8O Ai OOAIT AT Oh ) AOI O
down the road. | pointed out that | wasn unfamiliar territory but Wendy was

having none of it :P.

Qu

Back at HQ it was 4.25pm and our feet and legs felt a bit sore from our walks.

Wendy fed Lyca before we sat down to eat our tea and we were both hungry and

wanted something quick. Wendy, who ever eats ready meals, had bought a

101 O 4EEEA -AOAT A AO A OOAT AAU O1 EAOA AA
xAO EI OOEAI A8 )y AT O1I AT60 CAO iU OOOAIT 3xA
Ol il AOGEET ¢ AEEZAOAT Oh xEEAE #h&Oflud O AT UxEAOA
enjoyed it. Wendy went off to soak in the bath and after that she stood at the

door in the hope of seeing the Barn Owl that supposedly hunts over the fields at

the back of the house. One of the guests had commented in the Visitor Book that

thAUG A OAAT EO 11 A EAT AAPI 0O ET OEA CAOAAI
OEAO Au OEA OEI A EOB6A ¢ci O Oi1T AAOE O1 OAA
the calmest night of the week too and the wind was set to pick up again from

then on, so it wagpossibly our only chance. Typical! There was literally nothing

on TV, so | trawled through YouTube on my ipad and found an interesting

looking documentary called 1995 Encounterg4 x EOAEAOOh ) 01 A0 1T £ 3 A
disappoint and Wendy even recommened it to her Mum when she Whatsapped

her after. After that | found a Birdguides 2 part interview lead by David Lyndo

with Lee Evans, which was equally as entertaining. This helped to fill in the

hours nicely before we headed off to bed, knackered, at 10p

Monday 16" October
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It was 7.02am when we woke up but there was no point in leaping out of bed to
CAO 1 00 AAOI U O1T xA AT UAA O1 OEI x8ttAIl S8 )
need all the help we could get, so you could say we were conservingeggy as
opposed to being lazy :P. It was misty again but there was hardly any wind, so |
decided to sit tight and wait to see if any reports came in before rushing out.
Wendy gave Lyca her breakfast but she turned her nose at it and went back to
sleep an the sofa. She then made herself some soup so that she had something
edible sorted for her tea later and made our sarnies before she had her breakfast.
Depressingly no reports came in at all, which given the misty conditions really
OOO0DP OE OA AokédAike a promBidgistart to the day but there was still
nothing happening. Aargghhhhh!

We managed to rustle up the enthusiasm to go out at 10.10am just in time for it
to start raining. Great! It was really misty when we arrived at the North Landing .
AAO PAOE AO &1 Al AT O OCE AO pn8¢mAih O OEA

Hmmmmm

We were interested to find out that these white cliffs are the most northerly

chalk cliffs in Britain and are actually 50feet higher than those at Dover. Wendy

gave me £1.5Gor 2+ hours in the car park (good old cheapo North!) and | ran

I OAO OI OEA |1 AAEETA O CcAO iU OEAEAOS 51 &
TAx zp ATET Oh O1 ) xA1T O AAAE O OEA AAO OI
nor did she appear to have enagh change to equate to £1, so it looked like we

were going to have to go somewhere to get some. Wendy went over to the huge

Visitor Centre building to try the café, shop or bar but it was all locked up and in

darkness. Uh oh! Back in the car we actupainanaged to scrape together £1 in

change including 2x 5p coins, which Wendy doubted the machine would accept.

As luck would have it the machine took it all and gave me a ticket, so | ran back to

OEA AAO AT A pOO EO EI OEA xET Al x8880EAxA
Having wasted @ough time already we got our stuff together and got out of the

AAOS 4EA T EOCO xAO O OEEAE OEAO xA AT Ol Al
the sound of the foghorn added an eerie tone to the atmosphere. Looking down

at the bay below we couldtellth® T 1 A Al AAO AAU EOG6A 1T TE A
had to cross our fingers that the pea soup would clear so we could see it.
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Nice view?

4EA £ 1T OPAOE OITE OO0 O OI i A OAOU OOAADP 0O
caked in dense bushes and is meant tee great for migrants. Typically there

xAOT 6860 AT U OEcCT T &£ 1 EEAA ET OEAOA AO Allh O
something out. Very quickly | gave up but Wendy got the attention ofVdren

and then aDunnock but hilariously that was as good a# got.

(111 A86 ' 060

We then had to climb up some equally steep steps to the other side of the

headland, which felt far too much like hard work. We foun&helduck down on

the rocks below us, &rey Wagtail flew over and further along we spotted some
Oystercatchers. It was a bit drizzly by then and everything was pretty damp

including the 3 Yorkshire Terriers we could see running around on the grassy

bank at the side of the path ahead of us. There was a an old guy sitting on a
bench with hisdogsofE OEAEO 1T AAAOh O1T xA EOOO EI PAA C
to run straight for Lyca and freak her out. As we got closer the dogs spotted us

and the 2 of them, which seemed patrticularly full of beans, started running over

towards us. Luckily they were jist tiny puppies, which explained why they were

N 7 o~ KX s

O EUDPAOAAOEOA ADOBO , UAA OAAI AA O 1 EEA OEA
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circles chasing each other like nutters, so the bloke came over to apologise with
the older dog under his arm. The puppies were only 1eks old and were very
cute and full of fun, which meant that they got more than their fair share of
attention from us. We chatted to the bloke for ages and when we finally left he
thanked us for giving him our time, which made us feel quite sad.

Whenwe reached the 2d café, which was closed there was a nice area of reed
bed in a gully, which looked worth a check.

Reed bed

)y O 1T AU EAOGA 1T1TTEAA OEA AOOET AOGO AOO xA xAO
totally dead. We had a good look and apart fro finally finding a Reed Bunting

and aHouse Sparrow there was nothing else in there. We carried on and

viewed the gully from the top where | caught a glimpse of a bird flying over,

xEEAE EAA I A OAOAOAEET C iU EAAAgget) O xAO O
$AOA00 7EAAOGAAO 100 T &£ 1T U EAAA EAI O O1T T A OA
7TEAAOAAO AOO ) ETAx EO xAOIT 80 Oii AGEET C xA
right off, so there was no way of knowing either. We then got talking to a birder

whowas©OT I +AT O AT A OAAI AA O Eilix EEO OOOAAES
AT UOEET ¢h xEEAE xA EAAT 60 AT A OEAT OI1 A OO

Redpoll and Wheatear further on. There was nothing outstanding but we

x] O1T AT60 EAOA | ET A AngOurd dpAitdt doige poild, x EOE A 2
although with our luck we doubted it very much. All of a sudden he was onto

something and we all looked round and briefly saw a bird disappearing into the

AEOOAT AAS (A OET OOAAh OS$EA dcked OAA OEAOeo
SEOEEAADG I TA T £ 66 EAA ¢ci1 O i1 0A OEAT A O
EA OAEA O1 EEO xEZAh O) O AEAh EIT 1T AOOAG ) O
like the size of a Wheatear, so | told him about my mystery bird and threw in my

sugA OOET 1 8 (A OEAT OAEA OEAO EABA EAA ¢
UAOOAOAAU AT A OEAT OI1T A OO A1 AAT OO Oi
past. We thanked him for sharing his info and headed off to see if anything was

still about and just around the corner we found theRedpoll in a tree. It was
OAAIT T U Al TOA AT A AT 1 EZEAET Ch O ) OAEOAA iU
AAOGO AOGAO 2AADPIIT1 OEIT O AOO AO EO xAO O1 AI
This meant that it never cameout from behind a massive branch until of course

EO & Ax 1T £&h O1 )Y8A I EOOAA AT 1T OEAO COAAO 1T
I UOAT £88%1 EA 91 60 AAT 60O xEIA

M
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Redpoll

Further on there was a huge caravan park where the Ring Ouzel was apparently

by the fence line. Guess what? There was no Ring Ouzel in sight just tons of

though, just as the bloke had said, so after my pitiful attempt at the Redpoll |

OET OCEO ) 6 A OO tuatidnlard wénhok fo Gel adshaddt that O E

instead. | desperately needed some wildlife shots from the walk but the bird

x7 61 AT36 1AO i A CAO Aii OA AliOCEs ) OEI 6C
and we carried on feeling decidedly deflated at thiack of action. Without the

winds we looked set to be spending the rest of the week just exploring new

territory in case we ever went back and found ourselves with better conditions.

7A8A 1100 AT O1T O T &£ OEA AiT O1T O TmkUAAOO xAd
until we hit the right time, so | suppose this was just par for the cause.

Urrghhhhh! Looking back at the gully on the opposite side | noticed a bird fly

catching and raised my bins for a look. | was pleased to see a ni¢hinchat

sittingontopo/E OEA AOAI A1 AbOh O1 xA8A AET AT T U A& Ol
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Whinchat

We passed Six Pennies Lane where a flock@dlden Plover £1 Ax 1T OAO AOO x A
already realized that our efforts were fruitless, so decided not to go any further.
Therewasjustnd EET ¢ EADPPATEI Cch O EOG8A AA bI ET OI A
head back. The coastal scenery was pretty amazing though.

Caves

The foghorn was still going although the mist was starting to burn away, which
meant that we could finally appreciate the view up the coast. | looked out to sea
and something caught my eye, which [ initially thought was a Fulmar. | got my
bins on them and was surprised that it was actually Mediterranean Gull and

the other 2 Gulls behind it were juveniles. Finally something bit more
interesting!

Back at the caravan park we had another desperate scan for the Ring Ouzel but
there was still nothing apart from some Blackbirds in the bramble hedge. The

Page23 of 73



AAOAOAT PAOE xAO I AOOEOA AT A xA ekl EAA OEAO
years!

Caravan Park

The Whinchat was still in the reeds though, which was a nice find having not

seen any in Norfolk the week before. While we were admiring the view and

walking past the 2nd café we noticed a big flock a¥igeon out over the sea.On

the other side of the cove was a field that | wanted to explore so we headed over

squelching our way through the sodden grass. On the way to this field there

were some small bungalows perched right on the top of the cliff. One was even
beingdoneupt®O )61 17T O OOOA OEAUBOA CITETC O 1A«
be eroding quite badly.

Precarious!

The area was so soggy due to the run off from the field that Lyca was soaked in

11T OEIi A8 ) xAO EI PET ¢ O /rllwsfodndw®ak AE A
a ginormous flock of Finches. They were lined up on the wire fence but a lot of

them were feeding on the ground below it, so there were even more than we

could see!

A6 O
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Finch flock

Nearly back at the capark we could finally get a bé&ter view of the North
Landing Bay now the mist had lifted.

4EAO080 AAOOAO

Back at the car it was 1.15pm and Lyca had a huge drink while we hopped

AOT OT A AAAAOOA xA AT OE TAAAAA O PAU
over 1stand came back with a look bdisgust on her face and grabbed the hand
OAT EOEUAO #£0iIiI EAO AACS SEA OAEA OEA
AT T OAT 66 T &£# OEA OTEIAO Al x1 6h O1T ) Al Ol
Il EEA888. 1 OA 4EAU xAOA A tObe whrsehhartieO AT O A
, AREAO O xA Al OE EIi PAA xA AEAT 60 EAOA O1
lunch and | had a look to see how long our walk had been. It was 4.95miles so

xAGA AT TA prnmhxnnOOADPO Al OAAAU AT A )B8A DI AT’
direction after we eaten. | was fascinated by the strange building at the North

landing car park. It looked like some sort of 1970s café come disco come bar. It

xAO POAOOU AEC AO xAil1l AT A 1 00080A AAAT EA
deserted and wg past its best.

O
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It was 2.08pm when we set off, this time southwards from the car.
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The bay

7AITEET ¢ Ai11T¢c OEA PAOGE xA Obpi OO6AA OEA AO011
running towards us. Its pointy ears, which were covered in long fur and were
disproportionately huge compared to its tiny body, flapped around as it ran, so it

looked comical. It was a friendly little thing though and luckily Lyca was happy

to play with it while we chatted to the owners. Apparently it was a Chihawitzo,

which is a crossbetween a Chihuahua and Lhasa Apso but it looked more like

"EUIT OEA -TCxAE £O1 I OEA Z£EI i 'OAIiTEI O OE.
EOGA CITA 7AT AU AT Ol AGOA EEAEAA EAOOAI £ A
OAAT AOU xAO | OAE OE A ottefdidd buAnwdh the@dcdbtioA A AT T 1

I £ A PEITAO 1T £ AEATE Al EZAZZLZ AAITAA 4EA 30AA
out of the sea but had somewhere along the lines been embellished by the

addition of a tyre, which had been put on the top. The mihboggles as to how

EOGA CI O OEAOA AOO EO OAEAO All O1 OOO0A

The Stack

, UAA | OOO80OA AAAT ET A CiTA Ii1TTAh AO OEA b
xEQOET OO0 AT U ET AEAAT OO AO AIl18880EAxXA 7A x

list but we finally gained arother tick when | spotted aShagout in the sea.
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Wendy decided to do a repeat performance of Hampshire and let off some very

1T OA xET Ah xEEAE x1 O1I AT80 EAOA AAAT 100 1 &
behind us. This obviously created a sniggery momentrfas both but there was

no way | was going to let her blame it on me this time! | was aiming for North

#1 EEE - AOOEh xEEAE OEA TAx AITE )B8A Al OCEO
overlocking the marsh via a permissive footpath. When | found it | was

disappointed to see that the footpath was so overgrown there was no way we

could get up to it.

) 060 1T 6AO OEAOA O1T i AxEAOA

A

7EOE OEAO xA OOOT AA OI OTA AT A OOAOOAA O E
much point going any further.

Heading back we noticechow red the sky was going and then how red the sun
was. We found out later that it was due to the massive storm battering the Isle of
Man at the time. An odd gaggle of tiny orgtorey houses made for a mad photo
with the red sun.

Page27 of 73



Strange place

) 6rd Aea why this bunch of houses were there, crushed together like that but
can only think that it was originally for the fishermen that fished from the cove
below?

When we got back to the car it was only 2.59pm but the car park had been great

value for000 zp8ums )y AAT 80O OAI Ai AAO OEA 1 AGO
years of being ripped off elsewhere. We needed to go to a shop, so | founda Co

op in Flamborough Village and set my nav to take us there. Nothing is ever that

simple though and we enéd up finding ourselves at a dead end, which | had to

AAAE 100 1 £888%$1 EA ! £FOAO AOEOET ¢ O1T O1T A EI
went in to pick up a couple of bits and bobs that we needed. It was a decent

sized Ceop too so that was good to know ag was only about 510minutes from

the cottage.

It was 16¢ but it felt quite muggy as | drove back to HQ and | parked up outside

AO o8ccPi8 ) O xAO OAAIIU AAOCIU AGO )8A 00
AAAT ET ¢ DOAOOU OE OA Anddéne 15,367stepsAwihieh x AT EAA x|
xAOT 80 OI1T AAA AT 1 OEAAOETI ¢ xA xAOA ETIT A OI

but that was short lived when we found that the wind was really picking up at
home and Hurricane Ophelia was heading straight for the IOM! We jusiped
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OEAO OEA &£ OAAAOGO xAO x0Oi1T ¢ AT A OEAO EO xA
keeping an eye on :/. After tea we went for our baths, watched some TV and felt

OAOU OEOAAS , UAA xAO AOPAAEAI T U Ol AAPU AI
fight it any longer and went to bed.

Tuesday 17 October

7A6A AT OE xT EAT Ob AAOoI U AOO EAA EAAOA OEA
xEQOE 11 OECiT 1 &£ ATu AAOEITT &AO0Ii1T , UAA xAGA
xAO ys8tmnAl xEAT xA FEEI Ablinteded® tdsAAA AOO xA
00T TU AAU AOO EO xAO O1 xET AU jET OEA xoOI1

will to go out in it. | took Lyca out for a wee and it felt much colder than it had

done, so we decided to stay in and chill out for the morningOh dear! After a

boring morning reminiscent of Ardnamurchan we had lunch and got ourselves

AAAE ET OT CAAO AT A xAT O 100 AO p8pubi 8 )
ATTA xEAT xAB8A OEOEOAA AOEAEI U 1 AOO / Adi AA
the car park at Flamborough outer headland by the lighthouse.

Lighthouse

It was 1.27pm when we arrived in the busy car park and it was still sunny but
very windy. We headed straight for Motorway Hedge and gave it and the field
next to it a good going oer even though we pretty much knew we were wasting
our time.
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Motorway Hedge

We walked up the hedge through a field where the farmers were cutting hay.

The whole area looked like it had so much potential if the conditions were right

and all the locaAEOAAOO AAT 860 AA xOi1c¢C8 )y O xAO O O,
i ATACAA O1 FEET A @ 40AA 3PAOOT xOh xEEAE xA
complaisant about.

If only the ind ould chang

Back on the coastal path we could see a woman with a Border Cotligmning

AOl OT A ATTET ¢ Ol xAOAO OOh OF xA AOT OOAA 10
grumpy, as she hates Border Collies. When we crossed paths she stopped for a

AEAO AT A , UAA OOAUAA OAI ACEOGAI U AAI i1 8880EA
hewassoloAl U OEAO xA xAlT OAA O OAEA EEI EIT I A x
was really nice too and had lots to tell us about living in the area especially

during storms! She also told us to avoid a house on the approach road that had a

21 OxAEI T A0 AAAAMDOADIEDGAT AEOBARATDHT 001 AT O1 E/
AAl EOAO O OEA EIT OOA AT UI T OA8B8%AEA I £FOA O
Old Fall Hedge and up to Old Fall Plantation, which are both mega migrant

hotspots.

Page30 of 73



Old Fall Plantation

We could just imagne how good they are when the conditions were right and

EOCOO xEOEAA xAGA EAA OI T A AAOOGAOI U xET AOs8
feeding alongthe hedgd ET A AOO AAOPEOA Ail OEA OADPT OOC
OAAET C OEAOA xAOA 11 LodkingitthedlBrtiatiohivd i 11 11 dj 8
could see a Badger Sett but it was very quiet on the bird front. It reminded us of

the plantation at Stiffkey or Warham and in our heads we could just picture a

Redflanked Bluetail or something even better in there. Inre@ OU OEAOA x AOT 6 (
even a Robin, so we carried on and found somesser Black-backed Gulls in a

DI 1T OCEAA MEEAI A8 7A OEAT &I OT A 1T O00A1 BAO O
AAAT xAOT AA AAT OO 1 EOAAS 7A OAx OEA x11 A1
house andthen Wendy stopped for a photo of the old lighthouse.

Chalk Tower
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